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audacious attempt was struck blind by the miracu-
lous word of the blessed apostle, so being made an
instrument to confirm the governor in his faith, and
complete the conversion which the conjuring wretch
sought to oppose ; ver. 12, The deputy, token he
saw what was done, believed,, being astonished at the
doctrine of the Lord.

The other instance is in Acts xix. 19, where in-
deed there is a double evidence ; first, of the power
of the Christian doctrine prevailing over the magic
and diabolic arts then in practice ; and, secondly,
of the prodigious increase of those magical delusions
among the Romans, however wise and polite a peo-
ple they were. The story is short, and fully to the
purpose: St. Paul, preaching at Ephesus, made a
wonderful progress in converting the pagans of that
great city, to the Christian faith. Some histories tell
us he converted one hundred thousand people there
and in the country adjacent; but that by the way :
in a word, the text says, ver. 17, the name, of the
Lord Jesus was magnified. And how, but by this
eminent victory over the Devil ? For (besides the
conquest of the exorcists who went about to cast
out a devil by their conjurings and spells) the ma-
gicians themselves were converted by Paul's preach-
ing, and that to a prodigious number of them; ver.
19, Many also of them which used curious artsy
brought their books together, and burned them be-
fore all men: and they counted the price of them,
and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. What
a height must the black art of the Devil be come to
at that time, that the books which were to be found
in that one city should amount to such a sum of
money! I give this account, as I have said, to let
you see to what an extravagant height the Devil had
carried this matter ; and how and in what manner
he supported his interest in the world. But I must
go back to the beginning of things, where I left ofF5